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McGinn PTA
Formal Meeting Minutes: Approved
Monday May 8, 2023 at 7:30pm

Establishing a Quorum:
See sign up sheet. 9 people in attendance.

Call to Order/Welcome:
7:34pm

Approval of Minutes:
Susan: Can I get a motion to approve the minutes from January’s meeting?
1st: Dara Eisenstein
2nd: Sonal Agrahari
Susan: the Minutes are approved.

Principal’s Report:
“We have to build things that we want to see accomplished, in life and in our country, based on our own
personal experiences to make sure that others do not have to suffer the same discrimination.” - Patsy
Mink, Honolulu Star-Bulletin, October 8, 1975

PTA Meeting Principal’s Report

I. STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS FOR THIS YEAR: Teachers continue to provide examples.
A. Goal 1: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
B. Goal 2: Educating the Whole Child
C. Goal 3: Community Partnerships and Engagement
D. Goal 4: Facilities and Infrastructure

II. THANK YOUS:
A. Think Purple Week and Scott Chesny - McGinn PTA
B. Recipe Book - McGinn PTA
C. Sharing Lunches and Food Drives - McGinn PTA
D. Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week - McGinn PTA
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E. McGinn Gardens - Many PTA and Family volunteers
[Mrs. Bachi (retiring this year) sent sweet treats for us to enjoy.]

III. CURRICULA:
A. Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage Month
B. McGinn Citizen Character Traits Recognition - Students are being recognized across the

character traits.
C. NJSLA - State testing begins tomorrow for ELA and next week for Math for grades 3 and

4, each for three units/days.
D. Student Council - Votes Student council is trying to decide what to do with their $400

gifted to them from the PTA. On the short list is ice cream truck (too expensive), open a
school store, add another classroom (way too expensive), fix bathroom locks (Dr. Slocum
is handling this), and a cover for the Gaga pit.

E. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion - We are planning a Summer Reading List

IV. WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT MCGINN:
A. Congratulations, Mrs. Bachi, Mrs. Testa and Ms. Fuerst (Mrs. Bachi is retiring, Mrs. Testa

is switching roles to Reading Recovery teacher, and Ms. Fuerst just got engaged.)
B. 4th Grade visited Terrill
C. District Choral Concert
D. Tri-State Visit to SPF The tristate visit was focused on one of the district’s Essential

Questions: Writing in Special Education. A report is forthcoming.
E. McGinn Gardens Plantings - So many volunteers helped with our class plantings in the

garden. A special thank you to Ms. Save and Ms. Pastir!
F. Principals for a Day
G. Variety Show - WOW!
H. Career Day Dr. Slocum would love to rebrand this event next year to be more inclusive

beyond “careers.” Dara suggested “Passions, Service, and Career” Day
I. Lunchtime Performances So popular! Students are currently booking performances for

the fall.

V. UPCOMING PTA AND SCHOOL EVENTS
A. NSLA ELA - 5/9, 5/10, 5/11
B. Spring Plant Sale for Students - 5/12
C. PTA Food Drive - 5/15 - 5/18
D. NJSLA Math - 5/16, 5/17, 5/18
E. McGinn Gallery Evening - 5/16/23 @ 6:30; McGinn PTA Meeting @ 7:30 PM
F. Allergy Assembly - 5/17/23
G. BOGO Book Fair - 5/22-5/23
H. Kindergarten Orientation - May 31st - We have 118 kindergarteners for next year.
I. 4th Grade Helping Hands Picnic - 6/1
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J. Field Day - 6/2
K. 4th Grade Picnic - 6/5
L. Band Demo and Student Council Meeting, 11:50 - 6/7
M. Kindergarten Day and Second Grade Authors’ Celebration - 6/8
N. Spring Concert - 6/12 for Students at McGinn; 6/13 @ 7:00 PM for Families at Terrill
O. Recorder Concert @ 9:30 AM - 6/15
P. End of 3rd Trimester; Ball in the House Assembly 9-10; 10 - 11 - 6/16
Q. Celebration of Learning - June 20th @ 9:15 AM
R. Clap Out - June 21st @ 12:15

Thank you to our PTA Executive Board for the phenomenal communication through eblasts and
Facebook!

Question from Dara to Dr. Slocum: Can we send a link to the incoming Kindergarten class ahead of
their orientation date (May 31st) for the school spiriitwear sale? Several of the items are
K-focused and will only be on sale through June 2nd. Dr. Slocum is going to have Ms. Save reach
out to families with a blurb from Dara.

Old Business:
Programming (Reported on by Susan Pastir):

● Lego Club
○ Session I of the K-2 Lego Club just concluded.
○ Many thanks to our chairpeople Dom Cody and Zenaida Seman for their outstanding

work with the club!
○ Session II began last week and our chairpeople are Amy DelPuerto, Rosalina Walter and

Kristin Wertalik.
○ Through Lego League and Lego Club, we have been able to offer 128 students after

school enrichments.
○ There are still an additional 85 students who we were unable to find space for this year.
○ We will look into solutions to expand the club to all interested students next year.

● McGinn Scholarships
○ The two students who will be awarded the Marianna Cassidy scholarship from the

McGinn PTA were selected on May 4th. (two $1,500 scholarships)
○ They will be officially announced and awarded on May 31st.
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○ Next year we will look at restoring the amount awarded to the original pre-pandemic
amount of $4,000 (two $2,000 scholarships).

● Nurse
○ We spent $109.35 on water and snacks for Ms. Ward’s office so she could help children

who may have forgotten those things at home.
● Student Council

○ They will be discussing and voting on the best way to use the $400 gift budgeted from the
PTA.

● Garden
○ We were able to donate five yards of soil to the McGinn community garden and the new

butterfly garden.
○ Owen Wasik plans to work on the Salisbury garden this summer.
○ We still have $239 in our garden budget, which can be used to purchase watering cans or

any other needed garden supplies.
○ Parents have been in to help grades K-4 plant in the garden. The fourth grade lettuce,

planted last month, already looks wonderful!
○ Lyndsey Giannacio has done a great job with the planters in the front of the school as the

head of the beautification committee.
○ Girl Scout and Boy Scout troops have expressed an interest in further beautifying the

school with plantings. We are currently looking at dates.

Fundraising (Reported on by Susan Pastir):
● Variety Show

○ Close to 200 children participated.
○ Our chairpeople, Kristen O’Grady and Kara Kennedy did a phenomenal job and will be

doing it again next year while training Lara Wildesen to take over the following year.
○ We had two nights of energizing performances and made $10,462.90, approximately

$2,000 over our budgeted amount.
○ Next year we will try to have one night at the high school and look for a date slightly

earlier in the year to avoid conflicts with spring sports.
● Kids Kreations

○ We have 171 orders and are projected to make just under $3,000.
○ We budgeted the program to bring in $1,200.
○ Our chairperson Stacy Amador has done a great job running the program.
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○ Orders should be arriving in the next two weeks and will be distributed by class from
teachers to send home with the children.

● Hershey Park Tickets
○ Our Hershey Park ticket sale went well, bringing in $1,104.45, about $100 over the

projected amount.
○ Thank you to Allison Sanchez for chairing this program.

● Pretzel Sales
○ Our Pretzel Sales have already met their fundraising goal for this year.
○ We are $58 over the total year budgeted amount and plan to have our last sale on the

19th.
○ In April we gave out free pretzels to anyone who had volunteered at a PTA event this

year.
○ We plan on giving each student a free pretzel on June 9th. Nicole Sharkey suggested a

gluten-free option. We will need a dairy-free option too. From their website: Allergen
Information: Please be aware that our pretzels contain wheat and whey (a dairy
by-product). Both are known allergens. We also bake our pretzels on equipment
that could come in contact with seeds (poppy & sesame). Lastly, please note that
our pretzel dogs and sausages contain cheese.

○ Many thanks to our chairperson, Dina Lindner!

● Membership
○ We are $373 over our projected amount in membership dues and currently have 298 PTA

members. Who wants to be #300? Nicole reports there are no new members from the last
time we reported to Memberhub in April.

● Recipe Book
○ Nicole Sharkey has done an incredible job of creating the McGinn recipe book using

Canva.
○ We have a beautiful collection of 48 recipes from the McGinn staff and families!
○ I will be helping to write the introduction and then we hope to send it to the printers later

this week.
○ It’s our goal to sell the book at cost.

● Field Day Shirts
○ We sold approximately 200 hundred shirts. They were sold near cost so we will make

close to $200 on the sale.
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● Overall Fundraising
○ Our budget for this year was crafted using the 2021-2022 budget of $17,960 and the

pre-pandemic budget from 2019-2020 of $37,500.
○ We were cautiously optimistic and budgeted $30,700, but we are currently projected to

finish the year at $46,411.
○ We will need to find places to use an extra $10,000 and then will look to roll over

approximately 50% more than last year, for a total of $16,000.
Susan proposes that we roll over extra money for next year as long as we designate what it is
going to be used for. Rosalina said she checked in the fall and will check again to make sure this
is allowed.

New Business:
Programming (Sonal/Shannyn):

Think Purple Week: Elayne Edmonds and Orly Fluerton rocked think purple week and the front case
with a beautiful display. And they decorated the school with many purple ribbons for drug awareness
week. We still have to find chairs for this week for next year?

Lego Club: We are currently in the second session of the K-2 grade groups. All sessions have been very
fun and many smiles for each grade thanks to Dr. Slocum, Susan and Dan Pastir, and all the awesome lead
brickmasters. We will brainstorm for next year on how we can get more students to participate.

Staff Appreciation Week - Staff appreciation week ran from May 1st through May 5th and was chaired
by Nicole Griffin and Genevieve Isolda. It was a fabulous week and a huge success which included a
Post-It Wall of Appreciation, gift cards to local coffee shops, a candy bar, lotto tickets, a massive stocking
of the staff room topped off with a staff luncheon catered by Hershey’s of Westfield. For next year all gift
cards will be placed directly in staff mailboxes.

IHM Food Pantry - May 15th-18th, we’re hosting our last food drive of the school year to benefit the
Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM) food bank. The last sharing lunches will be tomorrow (May 9th). A
big thank you to Sara Taner, Christine Scordato, and all the volunteers for facilitating these programs.

Upcoming Assemblies - On Wednesday, May 17th, McGinn will host a special assembly with Kyle
Dine who will talk about food allergy awareness with two presentations at 1pm and 2pm. On June 16th
we will host our last assembly with Ball in the House with 2 performances at 9am and 10am. We are
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very excited to end the year with these fun assemblies. Thanks to Nicole Castellano for booking these
assemblies. *Ball in the House is an A cappella group.

4th Grade Update:

4th Grade Picnic: Will be June 5th with a rain date of June 6th at Brookside Park. The 4th Grade
Committee’s budget will cover Philly Pretzel Factory and Maglione Ice Cream Truck. A sign up genius
was also created by the 4th grade committee for games, drinks, and other snacks.

Rosalina asked whether or not the park fee was waived. Nicole/Karen said they would look into it after
the meeting. Update: fee waived.

Yearbooks Dr. Slocum is writing an email to request a letter for yearbooks. Kim Roost and Dina Lindner
are finalizing the yearbooks and the committee and the main office are working to track down a few
missing items.

Celebration Of Learning (COL): The COL is scheduled for Tuesday, June 20th at 9am in the MPR at
McGinn. The 4th grade committee is facilitating the decorations/props, refreshments, and photo montage
for the day. McGinn is going to look beautiful for our graduating class.

4th Grade Clap Out - The 4th grade clap out will take place at dismissal (12:40PM) on the last day of
school, Wednesday, June 21st. Congratulations to the Class of 2023! We are so proud of all of you. A
lawn sign will be on display to congratulate the students.

Fundraising (Dara/Ana):

Box Tops
Chair: Jenn Weckstein
Raised $21.50 from the Box Tops submission since March 2023.

Spring Plant Sale
Chairs: Vikki Lamela and Marisa Muzyka
Our spring plant sale was held from 4/9-4/21. Pre-order plants will be available for pick up on
5/9 and students will have the opportunity to purchase their own plants on 5/10 during school for
$4 each. Volunteers are currently signing up to help on Friday. Profits tbd after Friday’s sale.

Spring Book Fair
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Chairs: Dawn Weinstein and Alli Kagan
The spring book sale will take place on 5/22-5/23. Teachers will pick their time slots to visit this
week and then a sign up genius will be posted so volunteers can help throughout both days.

Spring Apparel Sale
Chair: Jenn Weckstein
There will be two separate sales this spring. One was for Field Day shirts and we will receive the
shirts in the next few weeks. The next one is for general McGinn apparel that will open up soon
and will stay open until after Kindergarten orientation to allow new students to purchase items
before the beginning of the school year.

Dara said someone should reach out to Terrill about their apparel sales so that 4th graders can
buy ahead of time.

Looking Ahead:
Programming (Shannyn/Sonal):

There is no rest for the PTA!! We are already in full swing and planning for the Fall of 2022!

Party on the Blacktop - Jenn Kutchinski, the chair, will be in touch with Summit Soundz and will
continue the other planning.

Author Visit - The 2023 author visit has begun to be planned. Meaghan Eschbacher, Sarah Breivogel,
and Mr. Lohn are already working on finding an author with more details to come.

Nicole suggested Ame Dyckman.

Assembly - The PTA board along with, Nicole Castellano, are working to secure an assembly for
mid-October 2023.

Lastly, it has been an absolute pleasure, for Shannyn and me to serve the McGinn community this year
and to bring normalcy back to McGinn after the world shut down. The PTA’s work is both rewarding and
necessary and we encourage everyone to get involved. Thank you to the PTA President, Susan Pastir and
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to Dr. Slocum for leading us through an amazing year, and to our fellow board members and all the event
chairs that have given so generously of their time, talents and energy. It has been fun!

Fundraising (Dara/Ana):

Nothing to report for next year yet.

Treasurer’s Report:
Rosalina: See spreadsheet

Unfinished Business, Questions, Comments,
Announcements:
Susan: Final comments and opens the floor.

Lauren Murphy: Maybe we could add a role for students to help with the Variety Show as stage crew or
prop makers. The idea was universally liked.

Adjournment:
Susan, “Can I have a motion to adjourn the meeting?”
First: Sonal Agrahari
Second: Nicole Sharkey
Susan: Meeting is adjourned at 8:24pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Nicole Sharkey
Recording Secretary
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